
 
 

Welcome to the sixth Wales Water 
Framework Directive (WFD) 
newsletter, filled with examples of 
projects which are delivering a 
better water environment for the 
people and wildlife of Wales. Be 
inspired and tell us your story 
Contact Jill Brown 
 
What's been going on? 
 

Working Together Consultation Launched 
 
We are beginning to develop the river basin 
management plans for 2015-2021. 
 
The Working Together Consultation is the first 
step in planning for the second cycle. It 
provides an opportunity for our partners to 
influence how we can work together to deliver 
improvements to the water environment.  
 
We are keen to involve the wider community in 
creating and developing better ways of working 
together. For information on how to get 
involved in the consultation contact Ceri Jones 
and visit the consultation website.  The 
consultation closes on 22 December 2012. 
 

Second Cycle Planning   
 
By the end of December 2012, we will 
complete the first phase of our investigation 
programme to identify the reasons that water 
bodies are failing Water Framework Directive 
objectives (a total of 1020 investigations).  
 

We want to work with you to identify the 
significant water management issues (SWIMI) 
which are causing Water Framework Directive 
failures in each river basin district and develop 
the strategic and local solutions which will 
make up our second river basin management 
plans.  The SWMI consultation will be launched 
on 22 June 2013.  For more information 
contact Ceri Jones   

 

Aiming for 50% by 2015 
 
It is our ambition to achieve 50% at Good 
Ecological Status by 2015.  We are developing 
catchment plans that focus on failing water 
bodies and identify the key issues and the 
actions required to address them.  Working in 
partnership will be critical to delivering 
sustainable improvements to the water 
environment. 
 
We are being innovative in how we promote 
action, such as engaging Assembly Members 
to champion a water body in their constituency, 
and raising the profile of neglected urban rivers 
through local community networks. 
For more information contact Ceri Jones 
 

2012 Water Framework Directive 
Classification update 
 
The 2012 update Water Framework Directive 
classification is now available at: 
www.data.gov.uk 
 
In Wales, 36% of surface water bodies (rivers, 
lakes, estuaries and coastal waters) achieve 
good or better. The assessment published in 
the River Basin Management Plans in 2009 
was 31%. 
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River Watch Wales Goes Live  
 
In May this year, we show cased an interactive 
web-based Geographical Information System  
data tool to a number of our Liaison Panel 
members. This was produced as many of our 
partners requested a simple, interactive and 
user friendly source of data. 
 
The system contains a variety of information 
such as classification, catchment summary 
reports, monitoring points, Living Waters for 
Wales projects and chemical/ecological 
comparison. This has been produced as a pilot 
and shared with a number of external/internal 
audiences for comment. The response has 
been very positive, with many providing 
constructive comments on how we can 
improve the layout and information contained 
within the data system. Revisions have been 
made to the data tool and this will be shared 
externally from 12 November 2012. Visit 
River Watch Wales For more information on 
River Watch Wales: contact Lynda Bigland 
 

Supporting Third Sector Delivery  
 
In April 2012, we invited third sector 
organisations to submit proposals to deliver 
projects that will help improve the water 
environment across Wales.  Over £400 000 
has been allocated to 20 projects. Visit our 
website for details. 
 
Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water (DCWW) announced 
it will also support projects that deliver WFD 
objectives in areas with DCWW assets.  
Applications are invited on an ongoing basis 
and potential partners are encouraged to 
develop innovative projects that improve the 
water environment and benefit DCWW 

customers.   For details visit the DCWW 
website. 
 

How can you get involved?  
 
We are keen to help communities improve their 
environment and deliver improvements.  If your 
community group or organisation would like to 
get involved, contact Kyle Young and Clare 
Southard for more information.  
 

Yellow Fish improve Water in Wales 
 
Have you seen this fish? 
 

 
 
Keep Wales Tidy, with support from us, has 
launched the Yellow Fish Campaign.  The 
campaign will raise awareness about the 
effects of urban runoff and pollution on the 
water environment in Wales.  Schools, 
community groups and businesses mark street 
drains with yellow fish and raise awareness by 
distributing leaflets and putting up posters. 
 
Keep Wales Tidy can supply your group with a 
free Yellow Fish Kit.  Keep your eyes out for a 
yellow fish, think before you pour, and contact 
Keep Wales Tidy to get your community 
involved. 
For more information visit the Yellow Fish 
website or contact Kyle Young. 

 
 

http://sparkmap.comxa.com/riverwatchwales
mailto:lynda.bigland@environment-agency.gov.uk
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/140359.aspx
http://www.dwrcymru.com/en/Environment/Water-Framework-Directive-Projects.aspx
mailto:kyle.young@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:clare.southard@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:clare.southard@environment-agency.gov.uk
http://www.keepwalestidy.org/campaigns/yellow-fish
mailto:kyle.young@environment-agency.gov.uk
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Woodlands for Water 
 
Streamside woodlands improve the water 
environment. They provide shade to reduce 
water temperatures, intercepting rural diffuse 
pollution, reducing bank erosion as well as 
providing habitat for fish and wildlife. 
 
Last planting season, the Woodland Trust 
worked with angling clubs, Coed Cymru, British 
Trust for Conservation Volunteers and Rivers 
Trusts by providing free trees and planting 
advice.  Working together, the organisations 
planted over 10,000 native trees along streams 
throughout Wales.  The project provided a 
quick, easy and 'paper work free' way for 
landowners and third sector organisations to 
improve the water environment for the people 
and wildlife of Wales.   
 

 
 
We are currently working with Coed Cymru and 
the Woodland Trust to expand the programme 
in the future.  Stay tuned and get your spade 
ready! 

 

Moving Fish the Natural Way 
 
Fish (and not just adult sea trout and salmon) 
move up and down river channels to complete 
their life cycles.  In most Welsh rivers, weirs 
and dams hinder fish migration and interfere 
with the movement of sediment and organic 

matter through the channel network.  
Removing weirs is not always possible and fish 
passes are often ineffective and expensive to 
build and maintain.  'Rock ramps' provide a 
natural, easy, inexpensive and effective 
alternative to removing weirs or building fish 
passes.   
 

 
 
With support from the European Fisheries 
Fund, Afonydd Cymru has recently built a rock 
ramp on Abbey Brook, a tributary of the River 
Dee near Llangollen in North Wales.  The new 
rock ramp has withstood a number of spates 
and not only allows fish to move freely, but has 
created nice juvenile habitat as well.  Happy 
river, happy fish. 

 

Save our Wetlands  
 
Many of our wetlands - are designated as 
‘Special Areas of Conservation’ to provide a 
safe haven for plants and wildlife. In Wales, 
some of our most important wetlands are under 
pressure from discharges associated with 
poorly maintained septic tanks. We have been 
collecting groundwater levels and quality data 
to help assess the condition of some of our 
rarest sites.  These investigations have helped 
us identify some poorly maintained private 
sewage discharges. These discharges can 
damage wetlands and harm rare plants and 
wildlife. 

before after 

http://www.coedcymru.org.uk/
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/Pages/default.aspx
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We have worked with local authorities and 
property owners to remove failing systems and 
install modern private sewage treatment plants.  
We can now focus on removing enriched 
vegetation and soil from the wetland and 
allowing them to recover for the benefit of 
plants and wildlife.  
For more information contact Gareth Farr  
 
Almost 50,000 people in Wales have now 
registered their septic tank or small package 
treatment plant. By knowing the locations of 
septic tanks, we can address where they are 
the cause of pollution.  For more information go 
to: EAW website  
 

 
Raw sewage entering a protected wetland. The 
discharge has now been removed 
 

Spilling the Willow   
 
Afonydd Cymru have worked with us to deliver 
habitat improvements on the River Ystrad 
(tributary of the Clwyd) near Denbigh. The 
project was supported by the European 
Fisheries Fund.   
  
 As well as fencing off 500 meters of river to 
prevent livestock access, we also carried out 
'willow spilling'; a cheap and effective method 
where willow is weaved around fence stakes 

as 'soft engineering' to protect and restore 
eroding river banks. The increased bankside 
vegetation will reduce runoff and sediment 
entering the river from agricultural land which 
can damage fish spawning beds; provide 
habitat for insects on which fish feed and 
provide shade and cover for fish. For more 
information contact: Richard Pierce 
 
 

 
Before 
 

 
After 

 

Cleaning up the Clyne 

 
The Clyne River is one of the poorest rivers in 
Swansea in terms of water quality because of 
pollution from old mine workings.  We have 
worked with the Clyne Valley Community 
Project to commission a feasibility study by 
Cardiff University School of Engineering into a 
low cost, low tech and low maintenance 
remediation scheme.  We are now helping 

mailto:gareth.farr@environment-agency.gov.uk
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/118753.aspx
mailto:Richard.pierce@environment-agency.gov.uk
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them secure funding to put solutions in place.  
For more information contact Fran Rolfe 
 

 
River Clyne 
  

Looking after our soils   
 
We are working with Farming Unions to help 
farmers in the Llynfi (Llangorse Lake) 
catchment to better manage their soils.  This 
will help improve the water quality 
status of Llangorse Lake that is currently failing 
due to nutrient enrichment.  
 
While nutrients are essential for healthy plant 
and animal populations, they are a major 
source of pollution in lakes and streams. 
Excessive amounts alter the natural balance of 
ecosystems and can lead to algal blooms. 
 
Following the launch of a booklet co-written by 
Environment Agency Wales and Hybu Cig 
Cymru called “Getting the most from your soil",  
farming unions have been very keen to 
promote good environmental practice amongst 
its members. The booklet highlights the need 
to manage and protect this precious resource 
in order to maximise productivity. Copies can 
be obtained from the HCC website 

 
We held a soil management event at Upper 
Pendre Farm, Llangorse, Brecon on 24 
October 2012.  The event helped farmers 
improve their nutrient management, which can 
save them money and reduce the risk of 
pollution. Better soil management can save on 
fertiliser costs, improve yield and reduce feed 
costs.  
 
This was a vital session to raise awareness of 
nutrient management planning to the farming 
community and related industries.  
For more information contact Aled Evans 

 

Free soil testing scheme    
 
Our free soil testing scheme will be rolled out 
this autumn and will reduce farmers' costs as 
well as benefiting the environment  
 
The simple test evaluates the pH level and the 
amount of nutrients already in the soil. These 
measurements indicate the quality of the soil 
and help farmers to work out the amount and 
type of fertiliser the soil needs.  
 
Using less fertiliser or slurry can significantly 
reduce costs to farmers whilst allowing them to 
produce more crops. This also encourages 
livestock to gain weight.  
  
The scheme, now in its third successive year, 
is backed by both of Wales’ farming unions.  
A survey of farmers who took part in the 
scheme last year found that more than 77 per 
cent will save money by changing the type of 
fertiliser they use. 64% of farmers will use less 
phosphate fertiliser, reducing the risk of 
pollution. More than 44% will replace their 
artificial fertiliser with slurry, reducing their 

mailto:fran.rolfe@environment-agency.gov.uk
http://hccmpw.org.uk/publications/farming_and_industry_development/grassland_management/
mailto:aled.evans@environment-agency.gov.uk
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costs as a result.  For more information contact 
Nichola Taylor 
     

Alternative Metal Treatment Trials on 
Trawsfynydd Range   
 
Declining fish numbers in the Afon Gain are 
partly a result of metal contamination in run-off 
from former ordnance demolition areas on the 
Ranges. Our Groundwater & Contaminated 
Land Team is working with Forestry 
Commission Wales and Surrey University to 
restore the land. 
 
A trial is being developed using modified 
natural charcoal. The charcoal captures the 
metals and also stimulates plant growth which 
in turn reduces the movement of contaminated 
soil through erosion.  We hope that the trial will 
reduce metal pollution and result in the return 
of fish and other wildlife to the Afon Gain. For 
more information contact Elaine Wort 
 

Forward Look    
       
Working Together Workshop 27 November 
2012, Shrewsbury 
 
Dee Liaison Panel - 13 March 2013 
 
Western Wales Liaison Panel - 19 March 2013 
 
Severn Liaison Panel 9 November 2012 
 
For more information contact: 
Ceri Jones, Programme Manager, Western 
Wales and Dee 
mailto:ceri.jones@environment-agency.gov.uk 
Chris Tidridge, Programme Manager, Severn 
mailto:chris.tidrige@environment-
agency.gov.uk 
 

Some useful links: 
 
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/wfd 
 
On-line presentation on what the River 
Basin Management Plans are all about  
 
http://www.informsystem.com/livingwaters/livin
gwaters.htm 
  
WIYBY 'What's in My Back Yard' access to 
data/ information http://maps.environment-
agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?ep=mapt
opics&lang=_e 
   
Help your local environment by reporting any 
incidents of pollution, illegal tipping of waste, 
poaching, fish in distress, or danger to the 
natural environment to Environment Agency 
Wales, via the 24 hour free phone number 
0800 80 70 60.  
 
We're looking to promote stories of delivering 
improvements to the water environment.  Make 
us aware of any activities that you or your 
organisation are doing to help improve Wales' 
waters.  

If you want to contribute to or receive future 
newsletters - contact Jill Brown 

 

 Follow us /Dilynwchni@EnvAgencyWales 
 Like us on /HoffwchniarFacebook   
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